End of Year Break-up

Group A - Monday, 8" December
8.00am - 11.15am

Group B - Thursday, 11" December
8.00am - 11.15am

- Our last day of kindy is almost here, and we can’t wait to celebrate the end of a wonderful year together!
EWe’d love for our families to join us for a special End of Year Break-up to mark this exciting milestone.

Please bring a plate of food to share for morning tea — sweet or savoury! An RSVP list will be available :
- on the sign-in table soon, where you can let us know if you’ll be attending. .

- Just a reminder that our celebrations will finish at 11:15am, when kindy closes for the day.

‘We're looking forward to a joyful morning filled with smiles, laughter, and wonderful memories to finish
off our kindy year!

2026 Parent 2026 Child Committee
Information Session Student Free Days Orientation Days Meeting
Wednesday, 5" Nov Friday, 14th November Friday, 14th Nov Monday, 10" Nov
at 6.30pm Tuesday, 18" November Tuesday, 18" Nov at 5.00pm

End of Year Break-up
*Kindy closes at 11.15am on these days*

Group A—Monday, 8™ Dec (8.00am -11.15am) ¥ )
Group B—Thursday, 11" Dec (8.00am-11.15am) % ,}
Y -




Proudly sponsored by

%Cairns

REGIONAL COUNCIL

Thank You
Cairns Regional Council
Go Clubs Infrastructure Assistance Grant

Bayview Heights Community Kindergarten children, families, and staff would like to
extend a heartfelt thank you to the Cairns Regional Council through the Go Clubs
Infrastructure Assistance Grant for their generous contribution, which covered 80% of
the cost to install cyclone-rated shutters enclosing our kindergarten verandah space.

These new shutters have added an important level of safety and security to our kindy.
They allow staff to safely leave equipment outside after hours and provide extra
protection during cyclone season. The improvements will also help safeguard our
facilities from storm damage and significantly reduce the risk of break-ins, ensuring our
kindergarten remains a safe and welcoming environment for all.

Our Community Kindergarten, established in 1976, has proudly provided low-cost or no-
cost early childhood education for children aged 3-5 years for nearly five decades. We
know that quality early learning experiences have lifelong benefits, and our kindy
continues to uphold this commitment. We are proud to have been rated ‘Exceeding’
under the National Quality Standards in 2013, 2018, and again 2025.

Beyond our educational program, we offer parenting support, family and social services
information, referrals to specialists, and community-building events. The installation of
cyclone-rated shutters not only strengthens our facilities but also helps us continue
providing a safe, nurturing space where children and families can learn, grow, and
connect.

Before....




Konnect
Do you have your own PIN?

IKonnect is our digital parent/guardian sign in and out system via the iPad which eliminates

. the requirement for a paper-based record. This quick and simple process is a legal
Irequwement and must be accurate with the correct details of who is signing your child in and .
-out for the day.

. Please ensure that the PIN you create with your phone number is always kept
Iconfidential and is not shared with any other person. All guardians who you have
"been identified as being able to drop off and pick up your child, are required to have
' their own Konnect PIN. Please ensure the correct and current phone number has
I been provided for each additional/lemergency contact for them to create their own PIN..

|Addlremove Additional/Emergency Contacts

" This can be done through your Parent Portal. Emergency contact details cannot be updated
once created. You will need to remove and re-add with the correct details. Please click on
-the link to show you how—Update Emergency Contacts

.Initial set up of Konnect
IYour additional/lemergency contacts will need to have their mobile phone with them
' for the initial setup as they will receive an SMS with a temporary PIN.

e Type in your mobile number

An SMS with a PIN will be sent to your phone

You are required to enter this PIN into Konnect
You will then be prompted to reset your PIN

Once completed, you can sign your child in and out

Next time, you will be able to type your mobile number in and use the PIN you have
created.

Your feedback about your experience at Bayview Heights Community Kindergarten is
important to us.

The 2025 Family Survey has been emailed to families and closes Wednesday, 5" November.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9w6mVBeDSk

At this time of year most families are having their interviews and orientation/
transition visits to Prep ready for 2026. We will be implementing a range of
experiences during 4™ term aimed at helping your child to be ready and excited
about their move to Prep. For example, practicing daily name writing, reading
books about school and displaying a map of schools children are moving to.

All families have now signed consent to create an online Transition Statement for
their child and were asked to provide comments they wish to add to their child’s
statement.

When complete, the Transition Statement will be emailed to each family and
another consent form sought to allow the Transition Statement to be accessed by
your child’s school.

Thank you for your cooperation in this process.

| would also recommend that all parents talk with their GP about their child’s 4-
year-old health check if you have not already done so. It is a good idea for your
child to have an eye examination and hearing check before starting Prep. See
the “Smart Eye Start” flyer attached.

It is that time of the year again that we do our Parent Information Session and Child
Orientation days for our 2026 families. The dates are set for:

Parent Information Session—
Wednesday, 5" November at 6.30pm
Committee members are required to attend

Child Orientation Days— Friday, 14™ November and
Tuesday, 18" November




%ids Matter

Starting

School

Thinking about transition to school

Starting school is an important fime for
children and families. Children who make

a positive start fo school are more likely to:

feel comfortable, relaxed and valued
feel excited and motivated to learn

have good relationships with others

develop a sense of belonging within
the school community.

The main changes for your child

Starting school involves a number of changes for children and families. This includes the differences between your child's

current setting (eg home, long day care, preschool) and the primary school they will be attending. VWhen children start

school they experience changes in the following areas.

Physicol anvironmant: For example, the size of
the playground, classroom and school buildings,
the location and types of toilets, the number of other
children and teachers.

Rules and procaduras: For example, mare structured
times for attending class, eating and going to the toilet,
rules for different places such as the classroom and
playground, lining up and putting up a hand to speak.
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Relationships: For example, meeting new children and
adults, responding to children of different ages, leaving
an early childhood educator, getting to know a range of
teachers for different subjects and from different grades.

Learning: For exarmple, mare formal learning
experiences, structured times and set tasks,
increasing independence.



Managing change
during transition

Leaming from other transitions

Your child has most likely already experienced
several transitions in their life. These may include
starting preschool, going an holiday, moving house
orwelcoming the addition of a new braother or sister.
These experiences can help children develop skills
for managing new situations such as starting school.
They can also help you get to know how your child
copes with change. You may like to think about:

» What has helped your child manage other transitions
and changesin their life?
+ How have you supported them to cope?

+ How can you utilise your child's early childhood
educator and school teacher to support this process?

Using your child’s strengths and skills

Throughout your child's early years they have been
learning and developing a range of skills. Every child
is different. They each have their own strengths that
can help therm manage change when starting schoal .

The following provides you with some ideas for helping your child manage
change and build on their social and emotional, independence and learning
skills. Many of the suggestions will be things that you are already doing,
and your child will keep progressing in these areas when they start school.
You may like to choose one or two skills to focus on over the next few
months. Choosing a small number of skills is important as you do not want
to overwhelm your child in the lead up to starting school.

Sodal and emotional skills
Teach friendship skills: Teach your child w
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Involva your child in converso‘rions:

your child and in

help them to lea

1out interrupting.

Help your child to monage thelremoﬂons

Get to know otherfomlhes in tha school community:
i thuthwr families in the



Independence skills
Encourage salf-halp skills: These skillsinc
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Learning skills

Introduce aarly literacy ond numeroacy skills:

These include your child recognising numbers and letters,
and counting and writing their own name. Introduce

the concept of counting and letter recognition through
everyday activities. For example, count the number of
toys on the floor, point to words when reading aloud to
your child, sing songs, say nursery rhymes and foster

an enjoyment of listening to stories. Remember, children
will get plenty of practice with reading and writing once
they start school.

Encouraga your child tofocus on an activity:
Encourage your child to sit and focus on an activity for a
period of time (eg making a house from blocks, huilding a
racing track, drawing a picture, doing a puzzle). Your child
may benefit from you sitting with therm or checking hack
at regular intervals to provide positive encouragement
and feedbhack as they concentrate and enjoy themselves.
For example, you might say, "wow, look at the size of the
house you built! Could we add a fence or garden?”

Encouraga listaning skills: Reading hooks or listening
to CD or DVD recordings of storiesis a great way

to help develop your child's listening skills. Asking
questions about the story can also support your child's
understanding and communication skills. For example,
ask guestions about what has happened, what might
happen next or how characters might be feeling.

To promote curiosity, you might ask, " | wonder what
would happen if..?"
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Halp your child to follow instructions Start by giving
your child one instruction to follow (eg get your socks)
and walk with them to do it if necessary. You can

then build up to giving your child two-step instructions
{(eq put your dish in the sink and get your sacks). Children
often have difficulty remembering more than two or three
instructions at a time.

Promota o hands-on opproach to laoming:
Learning occurs through everyday play and experiences.
Providing opportunities to experience new places, such
as going to the library to look for books, visiting places
in the community and following your child's interests

(e looking for bugs with lots of legs), will show them
that learning is fun. ‘M ake-believe’ play, such as when
children pretend to be characters, encourages their
imagination and creative skills. Materials such as empty
hoxes, writing materials and dress-up clothes can help
to support make-helieve play.

Encourage hond-aya coordination: Using scissors and
glue, drawing, building with blocks, helping with cooking
(stirring and pouring), and throwing and catching balls can
help children ta learn and practise hand-eye coordination,
which is important as they learn to read and write.
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For more information

If you would like mare information, KidsMatter

has produced a range of resources to support

your child through early childhood and primary

school. The following information sheets related

to this topic are available online at

www.kidsm atter.edu.auifamilies/information-sheets

KidsM atter Early Childhood information sheets:

+ Feelings matter
« Children and play: Resources for families and staff
« lLearning positive friendship skills

-~ - » Supporting children to develop friendships
and empathy

KidsM atter Primary information sheets:
+ Social and emotional learning:
\ Suggestions for families
S « Emotional development: Suggestions for families
“ o8 Helping children learn positive friendship skills
- - «  Friendship skills: Suggestions for families

This resource is part of a range of KidsMatter Starting School information sheets for families.
View them all online at www.kidsmatter.edu.au/startingschool
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SMART EYE START

As the Prep year delivers the foundations to your child’s education,
having a full eye examination at an optometry practice prior to schooling
will help to ensure their best chance at reaching their full potential

Visit your local optometrist today! \\

An Optometry Queensland & Northern Territory Initiative \'.;

More information & optometrist details:

www.optometryqgldnt.org.au/smart-eye-start




