WELCOME to our Community Kindergarten. We hope
you will build special memories this year.

START OF KINDY REMINDERS
What to Bring

Each day bring a bag large enough to hold:
1. Morning tea and lunch in the same lunch box.
Metal or plastic lunch box with separate sections (bento box) is ideal.
Insulated lunch bags are not permitted and are against policy as they prevent cool air from the fridge
circulating around food.
Working towards a sustainable future for our children, the Kindergarten promotes litter less lunches so
please try to avoid packaging.
2. A hat—bucket style or wide-brimmed.
3. A small washer with a large loop to hang in the bathroom. Hand towels are too big and unsuitable as
towels are not allowed to touch each other to limit cross contamination.
4. A metal or plastic cup with a handle (melamine tends to crack so is not recommended). Cold filtered
water is readily available. No water bottles or other drinks are necessary.
5. A change of clothes and underwear in a waterproof bag which can be left in your child’s bag.
6. Kindy Sheet for rest time - this will be handed out in week one of Kindy.
PLEASE NAME ALL ITEMS CLEARLY!
A lost property box is placed at the sign-in table. Please check this box regularly.

Start/Finish Times

Group A: 8.30am to 4pm
Group B: 8.35am to 2.45pm (early pick up at 12.35pm on the first 2 days—27th and 28th January).
The Queensland Government have announced that the start of the 2022 school year in Queensland will be
delayed, from Monday 24th January to Monday 7th February. Between 24th January to 7th February 2022
our kindergarten will be open for children of essential workers and vulnerable children. We are also holding
the following “stay and play” mornings from 9am to 10am.
Group A: 24th, 25th, 31st January and 1st February. Group B: 27th, 28th January and 3rd, 4th February.
The commencement of kindergarten for term one will be on Monday, 7th February (Group A) and
Thursday, 10th February (Group B).
At the session start time, staff will open the black gate on the deck and welcome you and your child. At the
session finish time, staff will open the black gate to welcome you in.
Early pick ups are fine. Please write your early time on the sign in table sheet so we can have your child
ready and limit disruption to the rest of the class. Walk in to assist your child pack up if you are early.

Annual General
Meeting

Social Meet
and Greet

Wednesday, 9th February
@ 6.30pm

Sunday, 27th February
3pm-5pm

Working Bee

Term 1 Break-up

Sun, 13th March Group A—29th March
8am—11am
Group B—1st April
9am—11am

Tips and information

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete the sign-in sheet daily (including sunscreen column).
Encourage your child’s independence by ensuring they carry their own belongings.
Support your child to unpack items themselves.
Sheets will be handed out in week one then bring sheets back weekly on your first
Kindy day.
Take sheets home for washing on the last kindy day of each week.
Name ALL your child’s possessions.
Send healthy, nutritious food. Send a spoon or fork, if needed.
Apply sunscreen and/or insect repellent at home or upon arrival at kindy.
DO NOT keep repellent, sunscreen or any medications in your child’s bag—give to staff.
Send children in comfortable clothing that is easy for them to manage when toileting.
Encourage your child to help themselves to drinks of cold filtered water using their cup
throughout the day. They do not need a water bottle or other drinks packed.
Chat to educators daily but please make an appointment in advance if you need to
speak to Colleen at length.

Allergy Advice

No peanut, almond, sesame, dairy and soy products
in lunches due to allergy concerns.
We seek your cooperation to avoid sending these foods to kindy.

COVID-19 Information

During this expected peak in COVID cases, it is critically important that families:
•

Advise the kindy of any confirmed cases of COVID within your family.
C&K is committed to keeping all families informed where we know or suspect that there
has been a COVID positive person in attendance.
We will not disclose any personal information in relation to this advice, but rather we can
alert other families and staff to be mindful of any emerging health concerns.

•

Keep your child home if they have any respiratory symptoms.
We are not able to accept into kindy any child who has any respiratory or COVID like
symptoms. Similarly, family members who are unwell cannot come to the kindy.
Likewise, our staff will not be attending the kindy if they are unwell.

•

Please observe the government requirement to wear a mask at all times when
entering our kindy.
This will minimise the potential spread of infection from person to person, as well as
avoid our staff needing to remind parents and visitors of the requirement.

•

Maintain social distancing and good hygiene, including sanitising hands upon
arrival.
Hand sanitising is located on the sign in desk and children need to wash hands upon
arrival.

Getting to know us:
Welcome to Bayview Heights Community Kindergarten (BHCK). We are very excited to
begin the adventure of a Kindy year with you and your precious little one. We aim to
provide a safe, stimulating and fun filled environment where children learn and develop
through a range of play-based experiences. We look forward to getting to know you
better as the year progresses and invite you to talk with us about your child at any time as
we value your knowledge and parental expertise.
A Little Bit About Us:
Colleen— I began teaching at Bayview Heights Community Kindergarten (BHCK) in
2008, however my connection with the Kindy goes back to 1995 when my
son attended and I was committee secretary. My daughter also attended
BHCK two years later. Prior to this position I worked at Whitfield
Community Kindergarten for 9 years and also have experience working in
Family Day Care, Education Queensland and Catholic Education in a range
of roles. I have a passion for Early Childhood Education with a special
interest in children’s literature and learning through the arts and nature. I
am married with 2 adult children. I enjoy being active, reading, movies,
having coffee with friends, theatre and travel (prior to COVID)!

Karla I have been at Bayview Heights Community Kindergarten (BHCK) for a
year now. I am currently studying Certificate III in Early Childhood Education. I
am 19 and from Cairns, but moved up to Coen, Cape York at a young age.
After finishing high school, I started my cert III and moved back to Cairns and
started volunteering at Bayview Heights Community Kindergarten. I have
loved being here and am excited to start another year working with your lovely
children.

Kim—I have a real vocation for Early Childhood Education and I have been very
fortunate to gain any years experience working in this area with
Education Queensland and in a Kindergarten Day Care Centre. I
enjoy riding my mountain bike, camping, reading, watching movies,
catching up with friends and going to the locals markets. I am
really excited to be working with Colleen, Suzan and Karla at the
Bayview Heights Community Kindergarten and look forward to
getting to know all the bright and bubbly children and greeting their
lovely families.

Suzan—My 3 daughters attended Bayview Heights Community Kindergarten
and I have worked as Administration Manager since 2005. I enjoy keeping fit
by running, going to the gym and organising my busy family life. My role is
keeping our kindergarten running smoothly and helping liaise between
parents, committee and staff at the kindergarten. I work each Monday,
Thursday and Friday between 8.45am and 2.45pm.

Health and Hygiene:
As we start the year it is important to embed good habits surrounding prevention of the
spread of illness and infection at Kindy. It is important that we work hard to follow good
hand washing procedures and that children who are sick stay at home.
We also ask that staff be advised if your child, or any family member,
has been exposed to an infectious illness so we can advise other
families of symptoms to watch out for.
Upon arrival at kindy, please sanitise your hands then help your
child to wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds then
dry them using their individual towel.

What’s Happening at Kindy?
It can be common for young children to find difficulty in answering the question, “What did you do
at Kindy today?” At Kindy we focus on the process of learning rather than the end product.
Questions like, “Did you do a painting?” focus on the product whereas more open-ended
statements like, “Tell me about playing inside” or “I wonder if you went in the mud patch today” will
invite your child to think and respond more deeply. To keep you informed about our program and
assist your conversation starters there are several ways to find out what’s happening at Kindy:
1. Planning book. This is kept on the block cabinet near the group meeting area in the
classroom and placed on the sign in bench on the deck area at the end of the day. At
times daily notes or other notices will be placed here also.
2.

Storypark. An e-mail will be sent to each family inviting you to join Storypark. If you accept
the invitation, you can then invite other family members to share your child’s electronic
portfolio stories. Please speak with Colleen or visit www.storypark.com/au/families/ for
more information.

3.

Photo slideshows. Displayed on the iPad and placed on the sign-in area bench.

4.

Portfolio/art scrapbooks will be created for each child documenting their learning. These
are stored in the classroom.

5.

Educators. We welcome a quick informal chat any time, a phone call after session or email. Any involved discussions may need an appointment time to ensure all children are
our focus during session time. We will also offer meeting times with Colleen at the end of
each term to set goals and discuss your child’s progress.

Information is also available in your Family Handbook or visit our website and Facebook at:
www.bayviewheightskindy.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/Bayview-Heights-Community-Kindergarten-363298630811970/
We would prefer to email newsletters and correspondence as this is a quicker and less costly way
of getting information out to you. Newsletters will also be posted on the kindy website.

Term 1 Learning Focus
Much of our time in Term 1 will be devoted to
getting to know the children and supporting them
in getting to know each other and working
together in a cohesive, peaceful manner. To
achieve this goal a range of activities to help
children learn the names of classmates and
practice cooperation will be planned. Here are
two songs we will be learning to support these
goals— you may wish to sing them with your child
(they can help you with the tune)!
Bee, Bee, Bumblebee
Bee, Bee, Bumblebee,
Can you sing your name to me?
My name is _____________
His/her name is _________
(Children pass around a toy bee
and individuals sing their own
name if they have the bee when the song ends. The
whole group repeats the name).
Kindergarten Here We Come
Kindergarten here we come,
We know we’ll have lots of fun!
Lots of things for us to do,
Painting, playdough, new friends too.

We observe each child to determine their interests
and developmental needs before planning a range
of experiences designed to develop their skills and
further their understanding.
For example, if a small group of children exhibit an
interest in ants in the playground we may
investigate this topic further through reading
books, drawing and labeling body parts, and
singing songs about ants and insects.
Other examples of play based learning include:
•
playing board games using number lines,
dots on a dice and markers to build an
understanding of number, directional
language, turn-taking, language and social
skills;
•
using books and pictures during singing,
chanting, storytelling and rhymes to
establish oral language and early reading
skills;
•
using a range of writing implements during
dramatic play, such as writing in an
appointment book in the hairdressing corner,
to build concepts about print;
•
digging sand channels to direct water in the
sandpit to develop physical skills,
understanding about the natural world,
understanding about gravity, direction,
problem solving and cooperation.
I hope from these few examples you can begin to
appreciate the possibilities for learning through
play that are engaging, motivating and fun for
children.

Kindergarten here we come,

Our role as teachers is to observe and interact
with each child to assess their needs and interest
areas, extend the play, help engage children and
Some other learning activities planned as a focus support problem solving and negotiation during
in Term 1 include learning about recycling and our play.
frog pond.
The importance of play is also acknowledged in
the National Quality Framework approved
Child Profile Sheets and Family Photos: A
curriculum document, The Early Years Learning
profile sheet, including space to add a family
photo, will be given to your child on their first day Framework for Australia: Belonging, Being &
Becoming (2009).
(a copy will also be on Storypark). We will use
them to help us get to know each other. Each
Play provides opportunities for children to learn as
child will talk about their profile sheet and photo
they discover, create, improvise and imagine. When
before displaying it on their bio-board (these are
children play with other children they create social
the 44 individual black display boards inside the
groups, test out ideas, challenge each other’s
classroom) and eventually placed in their portfolio thinking and build new understandings. Play provides
book. Please return the profile sheet with a family a supportive environment where children can ask
photo as soon as possible and ask staff if you are questions, solve problems and engage in critical
thinking. Play can expand children’s thinking and
unsure of what to do.
We know we’ll have lots of fun!

A Word on Play:
Research into early childhood learning and
development consistently confirms play as an
effective pedagogy (QKLG, 2018 p. 3). Our
program at Kindy uses a “play based” approach.

enhance their desire to know and to learn. In these
ways play can promote positive dispositions towards
learning. Children’s immersion in their play
illustrates how play enables them to simply enjoy
“being” , p.g. 15.

Other Sources of Information
•

•

Your ‘Family Handbook’ was emailed
to you last year and can answer most
queries.
Check your child’s communication
pocket (hessian hanging on the deck
wall) daily for receipts and other
information.

•

Attend monthly Committee meetings
and/or read the meeting minutes in
the pocket near the sign-in table.

Outstanding Paperwork and
Term Invoices
If you still have any outstanding paperwork or forms to be signed or returned to the kindy,
please take care of these matters as soon as possible.
Term 1 invoice will be emailed to you in the coming weeks. Payment is due 14 days from
the date of the invoice. For outstanding accounts after the due date a $20 late fee will be
incurred, unless alternative arrangements have been made with Suzan, Administration
Manager.

Visitors Book
This is a book that is located in a pocket at the sign-in table. It is extremely important for
insurance purposes that all visitors to the kindy sign this book. This means ….






All siblings
Parents completing work at the kindy
Any social events (BBQ, fundraising events, etc)
Attending Committee Meetings
Grandparents or other relatives

You do not have to sign this book if you are dropping off or picking up
your child for the day or if you are staying on roster (siblings staying must be signed in
though). Any time you are at the kindy outside of your child’s regular kindy hours, or you
are unsure, then sign.

AGM

Wednesday, 9 February at 6.30pm
In 2021 we were fortunate to have an active parent
committee at the Kindergarten.

We thank those of you who have made an
expression of interest to be part of the 2022
Committee by filling in a nomination form.
All families at the kindergarten are members of the
Bayview Heights Community Kindergarten
Association Incorporated and are encouraged to
attend monthly committee meetings.
A list of all nominations will be posted at the sign-in
table.
The AGM will be followed by the first Committee meeting
of the year. The two meetings are separated by a tea/
coffee break. We will let you know if these meetings will
take place at the kindy or via ZOOM.
Please see Suzan in the office if you would like further
information about the roles within our committee and we
look forward to seeing many families represented at the
AGM.

Social Meet
and Greet

Sunday, 27 February
3pm—5pm
A date for our first social event for
2022 has been set on the calendar
for Sunday, 27 February from 3pm
-5pm. This will need to be
confirmed closer to the date,
subject to COVID-19 requirements.

Children’s Portfolio books and Storypark
Each year a record is kept of your child's progress at Kindy by compiling a portfolio,
recording many of their achievements, adventures, funny moments and challenges,
through photos, artwork etc, with accompanying observations and comments.
In 2022 we will continue to use Storypark to provide electronic portfolio documentation.
Invitations to join Storypark will be emailed to each family. More information can be found
at https://www.storypark.com/au/families/ or speak with Colleen.
The portfolios will reflect the Qld Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines and C&K’s
Curriculum Approach and will be a collaborative process between children, parents and
educators. Together, we will celebrate your child’s capabilities, strengths, optimism and
potential.
The portfolio books are kept in the classroom and will be available for you to share, reflect
on and make comments about the experiences your child has at Kindy, as well as
recording and celebrating meaningful family experiences. These books become yours to
keep at the end of the year. Your first term invoice will include a charge of $10 to help
cover the cost of production of these treasured mementos.

Welcome to Term 1, 2022. We have been busy creating a
warm, inviting and stimulating learning environment to
start the year with these specific learning goals in mind.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions many of us will not begin our
learning journey until week 3 (week starting 7th February).
We look forward to welcoming your child soon.

A visual schedule of our
routine so children can
feel secure in knowing
what is coming next and
what is expected of
them. This helps reduce
anxiety and pictures are
removed as we complete
each part of the daily
routine.

Our group meeting area is used to gather during the day for focused learning times. Learning to
listen to others and contribute effectively within a group situation are important skills developed
during group time.
Block and construction play allows exploration of mathematic concepts like size, shape and
mass. Children also sort and order the blocks according to different attributes when
packing away.

Getting to know each child is a focus for us in
Term 1. Dramatic play in home corner provides a
social play space where familiar objects and
activities from home can be explored. Using
language to ask a friend, “do you want a cup of
coffee?”; showing resilience and courage as you
wait for a turn to wear a favourite skirt or
cooperating to set the table with a friend are all
ways social, emotional and thinking skills
develop in this area.
The dolls
house, pets
and vehicle
props are
familiar homelike resources.
Children can
talk about
their own
home
compared to
the doll house
props, role
play or simply
find a quiet
space.

Small world imaginative play is a chance to
use language, act out ideas and negotiate.

A range of familiar kitchen, clothing and
baby care items are provided.

Exploring emotions in this area builds
self-awareness and wellbeing and leads
to self-regulation skills.

Props to explore numbers from
1 – 10 are provided in a playbased, hands-on way to engage
the children as they sing and
dramatise “One Elephant Went
Out to Play”.

Our library and
literacy area is a
quiet, inviting
space where we
practice correct
handling of books
and explore stories
in a range of
formats, including
puppets and felts.

We value each child’s individual
family background and aim to
extend general knowledge
about the world we live in.

In the coming weeks we will
display family profiles for each
child.

A beautiful art space to draw, create and to develop fine motor skills
ready for formal writing. Decision making, thinking, planning and
perseverance are also needed to complete art projects.

Learning about the natural
environment can be extended indoors.
An exploration centre with items from
nature, books & magnifiers.

Games and puzzles to focus on teaching sorting, comparing, ordering,
sequencing, number, and colour concepts. This is also a great area to
develop social skills as children take turns and cooperate to follow
game procedures.

